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ING, IT GAVE ME KNOWLEDGE ABOUT
MYSELF AND WHAT | COULD D0.99

— Liz Munoz

Supervisor of Design and Merchandising
Lucky Brand Jeans

No other livelihood combines artistic creativity, technical exper-
tise and marketing savvy the way the fashion industry does. For
anyone who has ever dreamed of a career in fashion design,
manufacturing and merchandising, the profession can be both
glamorous and demanding.

The sewn-products industry, with a volume of $32.5 billion state-
wide, is the second-largest manufacturing sector in California and
the largest manufacturing sector in Los Angeles. Despite these
impressive figures, job seekers can expect stiff competition in
the manufacturing sector. For this reason, education and practical
experience in the field are more important than ever.

There are ample opportunities in the design and merchandising
sectors, especially for those with advanced skills and training.
Current leaders in the field emphasize that there is high demand
for pre-production jobs involving computerized pattern-making
and product data management for larger companies. In many
respects, success in the fashion industry calls for technological
skills as much as creative talent.



Job titles in this career sector include tailor, dressmaker, custom

sewer, fabric and apparel patternmaker, designer, purchasing man-
ager and marketing manager.

Students pursuing the fashion design, manufacturing and mer-
chandising career pathway can expect coursework and training
on such topics as:

® Design principles and elements;

e Textile care, design and manufacturing;

¢ Product development;

e Garment patternmaking, construction and alteration;

e Sales, merchandising and management; and

e Computer-aided design and product data management
applications.

For more information on Fashion Design, Manufactoring and Merchan-
dising, contact your local instructors in middle, junior, or high schools, or
the Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (ROCP), or:

HOME ECONOMICS CAREERS AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1430 N Street, Suite 4503 e Sacramento, CA 95814 ¢ 916.319.0890



