HOME ECONOMICS CAREERS AND TECHNOLOGY

€€ IN MY JOB | LOVE SEEING THE MILESTONES

THAT CHILDREN ACHIEVE IN THEIR YOUNGER
YEARS. HOME ECONOMICS CLASSES GAVE
ME EXPOSURE TO THE FIELD OF EARLY CHILD-
HOOD AND HELPED ME DECIDE IF THIS WAS
A CAREER | WANTED TO PURSUE. YOU DON'T
GET THAT KIND OF HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE
IN ALOT OF OTHER PLACES. | WAS ABLE TO
SEE PEOPLE WORKING IN THE FIELD AND
MEET PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS.

REGARDLESS OF WHAT FIELD YOU'RE GOING
INTO, EVERYONE CAN BENEHT FROM A
CHILD DEVELOPMENT COURSE. IT NOT ONLY
HELPS YOU IN A CAREER BUT IT WILL ALSO
HELP YOU TREMENDOUSLY IN YOUR PER-
SONAL LIFE IF YOU BECOME A PARENT. 99

— Margaret McLain
Site Supervisor for Child Care Center, Visalia, Ca

Very few careers are as personally rewarding as those that involve
working with children. Growing up in a stimulating, nurturing
atmosphere helps children develop the confidence and skills to
live purposeful lives and participate fully in their communities.
That growth cannot happen without the work of energetic and
talented child development and education professionals commit-
ted to their vocation.

For those seeking a career in child development and education,
opportunities abound like never before. The demand for jobs in
the childcare industry, for example, continues to grow as more
and more parents join the labor force. The childcare profession is
especially welcoming to entrepreneurs; nearly 40 percent of
those who work in the sector are self-employed.

As California’s population continues to swell, so does its need for
qualified teachers and school administrators. And as the move-
ment to make preschool available to all children in the state gains
traction, the career potential will likewise expand.
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The monetary rewards offered by a career working with children
vary depending on one’s level of education and training.

Job titles in this career sector include child care worker, childcare
center administrator, elementary and secondary school teacher,
school administrator and school psychologist.

Students pursuing the child development and education career
pathway can expect coursework and training on such topics as:

e Child growth and development;

e Nutrition, health and safety;

e Licensing, regulations and operational procedures;

* Developmentally appropriate activities and curricula; and

e |nstructional programs, supervision and classroom management.

For more information on Child Development and Education, contact your
local instructors in middle, junior, or high schoaols, or the Regional Occupa-
tional Centers and Programs (ROCP), or:

HOME ECONOMICS CAREERS AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1430 N Street, Suite 4503 e Sacramento, CA 95814 e 916.319.0890



