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Your Guide to 15 Popular Kitchen Countertop
Materials

Get details and costs on top counter materials to help you narrow down the
choices for your kitchen

e Vanessa Brunner June 19, 2014
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With so many choices at homeowners' fingertips, picking out a kitchen counter is

no easy task. Since this surface area ends up influencing many kitchen palettes, it's

important to choose something that looks good to you, will hold up under the
kitchen activity of your household and has a price tag that suits your budget.

We've gathered links to our guides to 15 popular kitchen countertop materials
handily in one place to help you find the choice that suits you best.

Soapstone Kitchen Counters

Often used in laboratories for its resistance to stains, chemicals and bacteria,
soapstone is a durable and natural choice for a kitchen. At $80 to $100 per square
foot installed, it might be on the more expensive side, but it can be a lifetime
investment.
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Guide: Pros and cons of soapstone countertops

Echelon Custom Homes

Granite Kitchen Counters

There are plenty of reasons granite counters are so popular — this natural stone
has plenty of character, with unique grains, colors and customizable finishes. When
properly sealed, it's one of the most durable options out there. While it can cost as
low as $50 per square foot installed, prices can go up quickly with more exotic
slabs and difficult installations.

Guide: Pros and cons of granite counters

Oak Hill Iron

Copper Kitchen Counters

It certainly isn't common, but a copper countertop is surprisingly easy to clean and
maintain. However, it's not for perfectionists — since it's a "living" surface, it reacts
to different substances, creating a blend of matte reds, browns and greens. But for
those who love the look, the minimum $100-per-square-foot cost is worth it.
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Guide: Pros and cons of copper countertops

Contemporary Vanity Tops And Side
Splashes »

Engineered Quartz Kitchen
Counters

Perfect for the customized
home, engineered quartz
comes in just about every
shade imaginable. This
engineered product combines
ground quartz, resin and
pigments for a tough,
nonporous material. Great
ecofriendly attributes makes it
a safe bet for green homes,
too. Get ready to pay up,

though, since costs range from $95 to $105 per square foot installed.

Guide: Pros and cons of engineered quartz counters

Tile Kitchen Counters

DHD Architecture and Interior Design

One of the more affordable counter choices (starting at $30 per square foot
installed), ceramic or stone tile is incredibly durable, and one of the few DIY
countertop options. Maintenance can be difficult with all that grout, but choosing a

durable and dark grout can make things easier.

Guide: Pros and cons of tile countertops

Gardner Architects LLC

Ecofriendly Kitchen Counters

A little research is really all
that's required today to make
your new kitchen ecofriendly.
The wide variety of material
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styles and costs — from
salvaged wood to Bio-Glass to
bamboo (shown in this photo)
— means you can find just the
right green countertop
material for your home.

Guide: Pros and cons of

ecofriendly countertop
materials

Kemp Hall Studio

Zinc Kitchen Counters

You don't see zinc countertops in many modern kitchens, but this metal has a
warmth that has made it popular for centuries. Zinc's tone darkens with time,
adding patina. Its antimicrobial properties make it a smart choice for a cooking
space. This beautiful material typically costs $100 and up per square foot, installed.

Guide: Pros and cons of zinc counters
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Cascade Countertop, Ranier »

Recycled Paper-Based Kitchen Counters

Recycled paper sounds like the worst possible material for a kitchen countertop,
but this ecofriendly choice has surprising durability. When blended with resins and
pigments, it has the look and feel of soapstone — but at $40 to $80 per square

foot installed, it's a fraction of the cost.

Guide: Pros and cons of recycled paper-based countertops

BAAN design

Plastic Laminate Kitchen Counters

Although it’s sometimes scoffed at by stone lovers, plastic laminate still has a
serious fan base. The wide range of customizable edges and finishes means it can
work in any design. At $8 to $20 per square foot installed, its affordable price
makes it a winner for many. However, it’'s not the most durable of countertops, so it
may not be best for heavy-duty cooks.

Guide: Pros and cons of plastic laminate counters

Latera Architectural Surfaces / Dorado Stone
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Recycled Glass and Cement Kitchen Counters

Although it's expensive ($100 to $160 per square foot installed), this unique
combination of glass and cement is a surefire way to add character to your kitchen.
Ecofriendly, durable and customizable, this countertop material is a top choice for a

"forever home."

Guide: Pros and cons of recycled glass and cement counters

Melissa Miranda Interior Design

Marble Kitchen Counters

Marble has an unrivaled, classic look that always seems to be in style. For lovers of
white kitchens in particular, a marble counter offers more variety than almost any
other material. Marble is known more for the patina it develops with use than for its
durability. It's a softer stone than granite, and can scratch and stain easily; the cost
typically ranges from $70 to $100 per square foot installed.

Guide: Pros and cons of marble countertops

Divine Design+Build
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Concrete Kitchen Counters

Pigments, stains and dyes can create concrete counters with color and visual
texture. With the right sealer, a concrete counter can be well worth its cost — at

least $100 to $150 per square foot installed.

Guide: Pros and cons of concrete countertops

Studio William Hefner

Stainless Steel Kitchen
Counters

Professional chefs love
stainless steel because it's
nonstaining, heat resistant and
easy to clean. While it certainly
makes fingerprints and
scratches stand out, it's a great
choice for hardworking
kitchens that don't need a
perfect look. A price tag of
$80 to $90 per square foot
installed means it's more
affordable than most stone
counters, too.

Guide: Pros and cons of
stainless steel countertops

Glenvale Kitchens
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Solid-Surface Kitchen Counters

Is it stone, wood or plastic? This miracle material has the ability to emulate just
about any look without the same damage risk or maintenance. Prices range from
$50 to $100 per square foot, depending on the manufacturer.

Guide: Pros and cons of solid-surface countertops

thejoinery.com Wood Kitchen Counters
For some, wood and
countertops just don't seem to
mix. But a high-quality wood
with the right kind of sealer
can make for a beautiful, warm
and long-lasting countertop.
The price varies substantially
depending on the type of
wood you choose, but butcher
block counters tend to range
from $30 to $85 per square
foot, for materials only.

Guide: Pros and cons of wood
countertops

Houzz guides: More guides to
kitchen countertop materials
and installation
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Why knotty pine? It’s a soft wood. We added a maple counter top on an island and
it's held up for 16 years.
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/7=, Proline Range Hoods

PRO These countertops really make these kitchens elegant. Great designs!
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e Kitchen Magic

PRO A wood top countertop has to be the definition of "timeless". We do a lot of
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Cambria quartz and stone adds a more elegant look. also timeless. Granite is
taking a backseat to quartz. Happy remodeling!

See more Cambiria: https://www.kitchenmagic.com/kitchen-
countertops/quartz/cambria
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warmth and character with wood features
Full Story
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Kitchen Design

New This Week: 4 Kitchens
That Wow With Wood Beam
Ceilings

By Mitchell Parker

See how designers use structural and
decorative wood beams to bring warmth
and charm to a kitchen

Full Story m 5

Contemporary Style

New This Week: 3 Great
Contemporary Kitchens
By Mitchell Parker

See how clean lines and low-maintenance
features contribute to bright, family-friendly
designs

Full Story

m 20

Gray
New This Week: 3 Stunning
White-and-Gray Kitchens

By Mitchell Parker

See how the classic color palette works
wonders in spaces in a variety of styles

Full Story

m o

Kitchen Design

New This Week: 4 Kitchens
That Will Make You Want
Brass

By Mitchell Parker

See how this trending finish holds up to a
variety of cabinet colors and styles

Full Story
| 53
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New This Week: 4 Bold One-
of-a-Kind Kitchens

By Mitchell Parker

See the special features that make these
spaces stand out, including a wood feature
wall and a grasscloth backsplash

Full Story
| 16

Kitchen Design

New This Week: 3 High-
Contrast Luxe Kitchens

By Mitchell Parker
These extra-large spaces stun with some

of the most stylishly elegant materials and
features money can buy

Full Story

ms

Kitchen Design

New This Week: 5 Kitchen
Island Shapes You Haven’t
Thought Of

By Mitchell Parker

Going a bit abstract with your island design
can get you more room for seating, eating,
prep and personal style

Full Story m 78
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